THE BLESSING OF THE CHILDREN  
On this Children’s Sunday, we are going to have a blessing of all of our children.  We ask that all parents come forward with their children and stand on the floor in front of the chancel.  

We remember today what Jesus did as recorded in Matthew 19:13-15 from the translation entitled, “The Message.”  


13-15One day children were brought to Jesus in the hope that he would lay hands on them and pray over them. The disciples shooed them off. But Jesus intervened: "Let the children alone, don't prevent them from coming to me. God's kingdom is made up of people like these." After laying hands on them, he left.

By saying that “God’s kingdom is made up of people like these,” Jesus demonstrated that children were important.  No one in God’s kingdom is a second class citizen.  Children are not the church of tomorrow but are the church of today.  Children possess an attitude that Christ loves and holds up as an example to us.  

Jesus talks of how adults need to be like children in the 18th Chapter of Matthew.  
1 At about the same time, the disciples came to Jesus asking, "Who gets the highest rank in God's kingdom?" 

2-5For an answer Jesus called over a child, whom he stood in the middle of the room, and said, "I'm telling you, once and for all, that unless you return to square one and start over like children, you're not even going to get a look at the kingdom, let alone get in. Whoever becomes simple and elemental again, like this child, will rank high in God's kingdom. What's more, when you receive the childlike on my account, it's the same as receiving me. 

A little child is totally dependent upon his parents and care givers.  All of us are dependent on God--Father, Son and Holy Spirit.


.  

Remembering the words and actions of Jesus, we now invite all the children to come forward to the altar with their parents for a blessing.
The sign of the cross is made on the forehead of the child as the person giving the blessing says 
“(NAME) You are a child of God.  God created you; God loves you; God is with you. May God bless you as you hold hands in your walk together through life.”

After all have received the blessing, they will stand in the chancel for the prayer.

Let us pray

Loving God,  We give you thanks for all of your children, especially the ones gathered here today.  Bless them and their parents as only you can.  Encouragement them to use their gifts to be God’s heart and hands and voices in the world.  Give then a positive attitude and help them to learn about you so that they can live in your light.  This is our prayer in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  Amen  

As you have been blessed, you can now be a blessing to others.  Please take a flower and give it to one of the women in the congregation.  As you present it to them, you can share a hug will all the people around you as a way of reminding them that we are all held in God’s loving arms.  Go in peace.

