Blessing of the Backpacks
P
We all are called to be part of God(s work in the world, and God has given each one of us gifts and strengths to use in that work.  We gather this morning as students, teachers, parents and fellow members of the body of Christ to give thanks for the many gifts you have given us and especially to give thanks for the gift of education.  I would now like to invite all students, parents and teachers to come forward with your backpacks or school bags.

Let us pray.  These backpacks and school bags remind us that a new school year is about to begin. We pray your blessing upon their owners and upon all students, young and old, as they begin this new school year. We ask your blessing, also, on all who work with or support these students in their education.  Bless all teacher and leaders in the schools, that they may have wisdom in teaching and joy in working with their students.  Let each person who stands before us now feel the love and support of this congregation, and grant this congregation the wisdom and means to meet their needs throughout the coming year. We ask all this, Lord, knowing that you always love and hear us. Amen.
As a reminder of God(s love for you and God(s presence with you throughout the year, the church is presenting you with these backpack tags to go on your backpack or school bag.

While you are here, we want to do one more thing.  The Women of the ELCA have sponsored a collection of school supplies over the last month.  The supplies will be given to schools in our area.  We are going to have a prayer of thanksgiving for these gifts and we are also going to pray for the ministry of Micah(s Backpack.  This year, Micah(s Backpack will be providing weekend meals for students in need in our area.  With the help of over 40 community partners and generous individuals, we will provide at least 150 backpacks each week to help children in need.

Let us pray.  Almighty God, today we not only give thanks to you for students and teachers, but we also give you thanks for these school supplies, assembled by the people of St. Michael for use at Price(s Fork Elementary School, Kipps Elementary School and Eastern Montgomery Elementary School as they seek to do your work with children in our community.  Bless those who have given these supplies and those who will use them that they might know the joy of your love.  Bless too the ministry of Micah(s Backpack with generous support, that it may touch the lives of children in need by helping them to have healthy weekend meals.  In your name we pray.  Amen. 
